News from FEPA and its Members in the first half of 2020

Turkish Federation organises ‘virtual” exhibition
to mark the Centenary of the Turkish Grand National Assembly

3 NISAN-4.
N - pul sergisi

Ziya Agaogullan, President of the Turkish Federation, writes:

In these difficult days of COVID-19 we successfully organised an electronic philately exhibition on Facebook for the
occasion of the Centenary of the Inauguration of the Turkish Grand National Assembly on 23 April 2020. This e-exhi-
bition did not have an official characteristic but was held to have fun, use the time, and raise morale.

We authorized Turkish Philately Academia for this virtual exhibition. Our Board Member & Academy Director Mehmet
Akan coordinated the event while Muzaffer Arda (Board Member), Murat brahim Celebi (President of the Ankara Philat-
ely Society) and Serdar Yazgan (Member of the Turkish Philately Academy) functioned as the organization committee.
As far as | know, this unique organization in which 98 exhibitors participated is the first philatelic e-exhibition arranged
worldwide. It did not have an official characteristic but, as stated above, aimed to increase our good taste, keep us en-
gaged with our hobby and deepen international links among philatelists.

The exhibits were not judged formally by an official jury. Instead, judging was based on votes of appreciation by the
participants. Each participant was allowed to vote for eight exhibits that he/she liked, other than his/her own. We clas-
sified and listed all the collections into 4 main groups and a total of 51 philatelists voted.

The results were:

B e iy ) The Voting Results (A total of 51 philatelist voted).
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All philatelists are invited to take a tour at: 23 Nisan 1920-2020 T.B.M.M. 100. YILDONUMU e-pul sergisi

This unique organization has been a significant experience for us. Based on it our friends are currently working on the
technical possibilities of organizing a formal e-exhibition in months to come.

We planned to organize an exhibition in Ankara to celebrate one of the most important days in Turkish history but had
to cancel it due to COVID-19. Nevertheless, we accomplished it as an e-exhibition and, as the Presicent of the Turk-
ish Federation of Philatelic Associations, | am very grateful for the contributions provided for the organization of this
exceptional event.
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