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April 23th 2020 Centenary of Inauguration of the Turkish Grand 
National Assembly, E-Exhibition April 20 – May 31, 2020

by Mehmet Akan
 President of the Turkish Philatelic Academy & 

Board Member of Turkish Philatelic Federation

Crisis Versus Opportunity
As the words of crisis and opportunity are used together in certain cultures, every crisis contains the seeds of opportunity. The 
COVID 19 epidemic has been one of the most important crisis  we have faced in our times and seriously paralyzed every  field 
of life, including our daily lives as well as almost all philatelic activities.

I would like share our experience we had turning crisis into an advantage during the COVID-19 outbreak: The Turkish War 
of Independence, conventionally considered to have with the arrival of Mustafa Kemal (Atatürk) to Samsun on 19 May 1919 
After Samsun, Kemal Pasha joined to the congress which are coordinated in Amasya, Sivas and Erzurum respectively, and on 
27 December 1919 Kemal Pasha arrived to his final destination, Ankara Opening of the Turkish Grand National Assembly 
(TGNA) on 23 April 1920 in Ankara was the center of War of Independence. This period, which started in 1919 and ended 
with the declaration of the Republic of Turkey on October 29th, 1923, constitutes the most important era of the Republic’s 
history. In order to pay tribute to Independence War and Centenary of Inauguration Turkish Grand Assembly, starting from 
May 19, 2019, we held an exhibition at every stop on the road that Kemal Pasha trailed. On 27 December, the largest national 
exhibition in Turkey was held in Ankara.

April 23rd 2020 which is one of the most significant anniversary of Turkish Republic’s history is the Centenary of Inauguration 
of the Turkish Grand National Assembly. Turkish Federation planned to celebrate this centenary with two separate exhibitions 
in Ankara, one of which is international youth class exhibition (April 23 is also celebrated as children’s day).

Unfortunately, we had to cancel these events due to corona virus outbreak and we are all demoralized since the most important 
part of the project, in which we would commemorate the 100th anniversary and devote substantial amount of time, has not 
been concluded. 

However, we believed regardless of the circumstances we had to have an organization for the 100th anniversary of these 
historical events, which are very crucial for our country so Turkish Philatelic Federation authorized Turkish Philately Academia 
to organize a virtual exhibition. Subsequently, we have successfully structured the electronic philately exhibition on Facebook 
for the occasion of the “April 23rd 2020 Centenary of Inauguration of the Turkish Grand National Assembly”. 

This e-exhibition in which 98 national and international exhibits participated is the first philatelic e-exhibition arranged 
worldwide. The e-exhibition didn’t have an official characteristic but aimed to increase our morale, keep us engaged with 
our hobby on this strained period of COVID-19 days as well as deepen international correspondence among philatelists. 
E-exhibition was held between April 20 and May 31, 2020.
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Exhibits did not involve formal judging by an official jury. Instead, the judging was held based on the appreciation votes of the 
participants. Each participant allowed voting for eight exhibits he/she likes, other than his/her own. This unusual judgment of 
application was also different from the traditional ones. 

Particularly, we have classified and listed all of the collections into 4 main groups and a total of 51 philatelists voted for them: 

Turkish Albania and its Relations with foreign powers (1697-1870) Guiseppe Razza

Left- 1st prize voted POSTAL HISTORY -Turkish Albania and its 
Relations with foreign powers (1697-1870) Guiseppe Razza 
Right – 1st prize Voted TRADITIONAL -Ankara Government 1920-23 
Kayhan Akduman

However, after the voting was completed, the deadline had to be extended twice due to huge demand and (consequently) 
prominent collections (around 50) participated exhibition out of the contest:
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Left: OUT OF VOTING Life and fate of the American Natives WOLF HESS THEMATIC.
Right: Tughra Stamps- Joseph Hackmey TRADITIONAL

OUT OF VOTING IRAN Postal Stationeries 1876-1925, Behruz Nasre

Following the e-exhibition, Turkish Federation commissioned the Academy to investigate the feasibility of 
e-exhibition in an official format. We set up a study group. The findings of the study group are presented below for 
those who will organize such e-exhibitions.

Member Federation
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Advantages

•	 It is possible to do with very limited budget.
•	 There is no need several organizing committees and staff on duty.
•	 Due to its difference with physical experience, there will be organizations where the young generation who are fond of 

internet will be predominantly involved.
•	 The assembly part of the work is fast and practical compared to the physical one.
•	 It is possible to organize various specific exhibitions simultaneously.
•	 It is a good resource to train and gain experience for jurors
•	 It enables a large number of people to participate into the exhibition.
•	 It allows the participation of prominent collections that are not participating to the exhibition for reasons such as security 

or transportation. 
•	 Exhibitions are not at risk of being stolen or lost, accordingly costs are almost non-existent.
•	 It is possible to reach an unlimited number of visitors.
•	 It provides capacity to organize the exhibitions independent from national postal organizations.

Disadvantages

•	 Stamp exhibitions are social environments where people interested in similar subjects come together. E-exhibitions will 
restrict this kind of socialization.

•	 It causes the problem whether the exhibition results can be considered accredited or not.
•	 It will be very difficult to get support from the official authorities unless the exhibition is tangible.
•	 E-exhibitions can damage stamp trade and fairs.
•	 There will be more numbers of juror needed.
•	 It is needed to give fewer number of collections to jury groups compared to the current system.
•	 There may be no problems for up to 5 frames. However, if Facebook is used, 8-panel collections can cause problems.
•	 Team leaders will have more workload.
•	 Comparisons of similar collections may not be so quick.
•	 Apart from the well-known counterfeits, it is impossible to distinguish the material that needs expertise.
•	 The collections come in different formats and dpi, so it’s not easy to follow closely.

Basic Recommendations

- How formal jury exist in e-exhibition within FIP rules? Formal jury teams can work with applications similar to Zoom. It is 
possible to share the data or exhibitions with these kinds of applications during the meetings. The most important problem is 
the necessity of having more time to spend for each collection.

- Standard format such as PDF 300 dpi should be defined.

- FIP, FEPA, FIAP etc. or National Federations can host for upload on its website

- The most important task of the Commissioners will be to give authorization for the physical existence of the collection.

Disclaimer: The Editors and the FIP Board are not responsible for the opinions and content expressed in the signed articles that appear in 
FIP Flash.

Descarga de responsabilidad: Los Editores y el Consejo Directivo FIP no se hacen responsables de las opiniones y contenidos vertidos en los 
articulos firmados que aparecen en el FIP Flash.


