SEMT PAZARLARI/ DISTRICT BAZAARS

ugur goktag

Sabahin alaca karanhginda zil simgirnlar, tekerlek,

hayvan, motor sesleri, agiz kalabaliklig, haykirislarla

pazarcilar, yerlerine gelirler, ilk once de cadirlarint kurarlardi....
They used to arrive at the bazaar site at dawn amid animal and vehicle noises to put up their tents

and stands, disturbing the residents living

£Le Grand Bazar & Scutari

Farsga kapi yaninda yapilan is manasina gelen pazarlarin
tarihi oldukga gerilere gitmektedir. Eskiden surlarla cevrilmis
sehirlerin iginde tarim drtinlerinin satilmasi yasak oldugundan
gevre kdylerden gelen saticilar, mallarini kale kapilarinin
yaninda kendilerine ayrilmis yerlerde satarlardi. Zamanla
kentlerin blylimeleri sonunda agik olan bu aligveris yerleri
Pazar haline geldi. Ayrica, Istanbul surlari iginde ve disinda
Uskudar, Eyip, Kasimpasa, Bogazici gevresindeki bostanlar- _'
da birgok sebze ve meyve cesidi yetistirildi. Bu meyve ve
sebzeler kendi semtlerinin ihtiyacini karsiladiktan sonra
sehrin degisik yerlerindeki pazarlara génderildi.

in the area to a great extent....

Constantinople

The history of "bazaar," which means "doorstep business" in

| Farsi, dates way back. Since in ancient times, the sale of

agricultural produce was forbidden inside the city, the sales-
man coming from nearby villages had to sell their products

‘on special stands placed outside the city walls. As time
|went by, the cities grew and these open shopping locations
|turned into permanent bazaars. In addition, the people living

in Uskiidar, Eylip, Kasimpagsa and Bosphorus regions, which

| were all situated inside the city walls, engaged in extensive

market gardening to grow vegetables and fruits. After meet-
ing the local needs, these fresh products were sent to

| bazaars located at the different parts of the city.

1861 yilina kadar bakkal agma ruhsati, yalnizca misliman-
lara verildiginden dolay belirtilen tarihe kadar azinliklarin
blyuk bir bolimu ticaretlerini pazarc olarak sirddrdiiler.
Buyuk sehirlere goglin baglamasiyla birlikte belirli meslegi
olmayan Kisilerin gogu da pazarci esnafi olarak yasamlarini
strdlirmeye bagladilar.

| Until 1861, the shop owning permits were only granted to

muslims, so the majority of the non-muslim minorities earned
their living working as bazaar vendors. Furthermore, with the

| beginning of migration into large cities, peasants without a

viable profession had no other place to go but bazaars to

| find employment.

Istanbul'da sadece bazi mallarin 6zel olarak satildigi surekli
pazarlar bulunurdu. Bu pazarlarda belirgin ve tek cesit malin
satig! olup, diger ticari faaliyetlere ve mal gesidine izin veril-
mezdi. 18.Yuzyilda Bit Pazari, At Pazari, Tavuk Pazari, Esir
Pazari gibi pazarlar, uzmanlagmis satis yerleri olarak etkinlik-|
lerini stirdtirmekteydiler.

Istanbul halkinin buyiik cogunlukla ragbet ettigi ve haftalik
alisveriglerini yaptigi blyuk semt pazarlar "Mahalle Pazar-
lari" ismiyle haftanin degisik gtinlerinde gesitli semtlerde .
kurulurdu. Bazi semt pazarlarinin sinirlari, alabildigine genis |
olarak yayildigi gibi bazilari da birkag sokak isgal edecek '
kadar dar olurdu.

Eremya Celebi, ddneminde kurulan semt pazarlarinin gln-
lerini ve yerlerini teferruatii olarak belirtmistir. Buna gore:
pazartesi gunleri Aksaray'la Topkapi arasinda Macuncu'da,
sall gunleri Galata ve Tophane'de, garsamba giinleri Carsam-
ba ve Fethiye semtlerinde, persembe gtinleri Karakéy'de,
cuma gunleri Edirnekapi, Kocamustafapasa Sulumanastir

| Istanbul harbored some special bazaars in which specific
| products were sold on a periodic basis. These bazaars mar-

keted only one type of product and no other item was offered
for sale. The city was famous for its flea, horse, chicken and
slave bazaars. They continued operating to serve customer

| needs throughout the 18th century.

| The popular district bazaars, known as "Neighborhood
| Bazaars," were set up on a specific day of the week in vari-
| ous locations across the city. While some of these district

bazaars extended over large areas, some had their borders

| limited by a couple of streets.

| In his vestige, "Eremya Celebi" detailed the days and loca-

| tions of the district bazaars related to his period. According

[ to him the district bazaars were set up; in Macuncu, situated
| between Aksaray and Topkapi on Mondays, in Galata and

| Tophane on tuesdays, in Carsamba and Fethiye on

| Wednesdays, in Karakéy on Thursdays, in Edirnekapi,

| Kocamustafapasa/ Sulumanastir, Cibali, Kliglikmustafapasa,
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Eydp, Kasimpasa and Uskddar on Fridays, in Ali Pasa
situated between Fatih and Edirnekapi, Kasimpasa
/Kulaksiz on Saturdays, and finally in Avrat Pazari near
the Column of Arcadius on Sundays. For many years,
the dates of these bazaars have remained the same
without going through serious changes, and astonishing-
ly most of them are still active even today. In 1930s dis-
trict bazaars, in Besiktas on Saturdays, in Sultanhamam
on Mondays and in Sehzadebasi on Tuesdays were
added lo list to meet the requirements of local people.
Today, nearly 293 district bazaars with mostly 80-100
years of history are carrying out regular business during
different days of the week. The Carsamba Bazaar. which
covers 36 small and 4 large streets, and Kadikéy
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civarinda, Cibali'de, Kiigiikkmustafapasa'da, Eylp, Kasimpasa
ve Uskiidar'da, cumartesi gunleri Fatih ve Edirnekapi arasin-
daki Ali Pasa'da, Kasimpasa'daki Kulaksiz'da, Pazar glnleri
de Arkadius Siitunu civarindaki eski Avrat Pazari civarinda
semt pazarlar kurulurdu. Uzun seneler, bu pazarlarin kurulug
gunleri ayni kalmig, gtinimiize dogru ise bazi degisikliklere
ugramistir. 1930'lu yillarda cumartesi gunleri kurulan Besiktas
Pazari, pazartesi giinleri ise Sultanhamam, sall gunleri
Sehzadebasi pazarlari da semtlerin ihtiyaglarini karsilamak-
taydilar. Ginumuizde gogunun tarihi 80-100 yila dayanan 293
semt pazari haftanin degisik giinlerinde kurulmaktadir. Bu
pazarlar icinde en meshurlari ve en buyiikleri icinde 36 sokak
4 caddede kurulan Carsamba Pazari, Kadikdy'iin merkezin-
den Ségutlicesme Tren Istasyonu'na giden yolda ve eski
Kugdili Gayiri tizerinde kurulan Sali Pazari gelmektedir.

Strekli pazarlar ve semt pazarlarinin yanisira degisik
semtlerdeki 6zel pazarlar da Istanbullularin giindelik
yasaminda sik sik aligveris yaptiklari yerler arasindadir.
Misir Carsisi'nin arkasindaki degisik ciceklerin satildigi Cigek
pazari, eskiden ramazanlarda Beyazit Camii avlusunda kuru-
lan ve minik bir pazar gériintist tasiyan Beyazit Sergisi,
Kurban bayramlarinda gegmiste yine Beyazit'ta gunimizde
Topkapi'da olan Kog pazari, giil mevsiminde Eylp'teki gl
bostanlarinda yetistirilen bu gtizel gigegin satildigi Yavedud
civarindaki Gul pazari, bu tiir pazarlarin en bilinenleridir.

Pazarlar, satilan mallara gére degisik bélgelere ayrilirdi. Bu

bélgelerin en énemli kismini yiyecek satilan yerler olusturur- |

du. Mevsim sartlarina gére uzak yerlerden getirilen degisik
sebze, meyveler ve bunlarin pisirilmesinde ikinci derecede
Onemli malzemeler, bu béliimde satilirdi. Pazarlarin ikinci
Gnemli bolimi ise giyecek satilan yerlerdi. Saticilar, bu
bélimde yiksek sesleriyle sattiklari mallari dverler, kimileri
satisa sunduklari kadin elbiselerini giyip zennevari taklitlerle

misteri toplamaya galigirlardi. Pazarin son bélimi ise tavuk,

horoz gibi kesim hayvanlari, gigekler, incik, boncuk, hirdavat
malzemeleri satilird.

Pazarlarin semtlerde kurulusu, bir giin énceden bekgilerin
pazar tezgahlarini yerlestirmeleriyle baglardi. Sabahin
alaca karanliginda zil singirtilari, tekerlek, hayvan, motor
sesleri, agiz kalabalikligi, haykirislarla pazarcilar, yerlerine
gelirler, ilk énce de ¢adirlarini kurarlardi. Pazarlarin yanin-
da oturan ev sahipleri, bu giinlerde ¢ok rahatsiz olurlardi.
Aksama kadar meydana gelen giriiltiden dolayi pazarin
oldugu giinlerde uzakta oturan akrabalarinin yanina gitmeyi
adet edinmislerdi. Pazarcilarin, mallarini tezgahlarina
dizmesiyle birlikte bagka bir esnaf kolu olan bérekgiler,
simitgiler, caycilar diger satici arkadaslarina adeta kahvalti
hiikmiine gegecek olan servislerini yaparlard.

Tuesday Bazaar located at old Kusdili Field near
Ségltliicesme Train Station are considered to be the
biggest and most prominent bazaars of Istanbul.

Besides the periodic ones, the city also featured other spe-
cialized bazaars to satisfy the daily shopping needs of its
dwellers. The Cigek (Flower) Bazaar, where one would find
all sorts of flowers, placed behind the famous Misir Carsisi
(Spice Market), the Beyazit Exhibition that used to be set up
inside the Beyazit Mosque during Ramadan in the past and
highlighted a mini-market, the Beyazt Kog¢ (Ram) Bazaar,
which mainly functioned on the Feast of the Sacrifice and
now moved to Topkap! and the Yavedud Gl (Rose) Bazaar
that offered a variety of beautiful roses grown in E yup for
sale were amongst the most well-known of these bazaars.
These sprawling bazaars were divided into different sections
according to their products. The food section was undoubt-
edly the most popular section, where a wide range of sea-
sonal vegetables and fruits brought from distant places were
marketed a long with various cooking ingredients. The sec-
ond section offered a wide range of clothing for sale. In this
section vendors touted their goods loudly and even wore
women's clothing to lure customers. The last section of the
bazaars provided various giftware, hardware, flowers and
live animals such as chickens and roosters.

| The stands of the bazaars were installed by bazaar keepers

a day before the actual shopping day. They used to arrive at

| the bazaar site at dawn amid animal and vehicle noises to

put up their tents and stands, disturbing the residents living
in the area to a great extent. Due to this bothersome noise
that lasted whole day long, most dwellers left the area and
visited their relatives living in other parts of the city on
bazaar days. After the vendors finished arranging their
stands early in the morning, a breakfast service would begin
with the help of tea, pastry and simit (beagle) sellers operat-
ing inside the bazaar. The arrangement of the bazaar
stands would require extra talent.
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Satilacak olan mallarin vitrinlerinin olusturulmasi ise ayri
hiner isterdi. Genellikle mallarin irisi, olgunu, géze hos
geleni 6n siralara tipki goriictiye gikacak kiz gibi stislenerek
yerlestirilir, arka tarafa ise ezik bliziikleri konurdu.

Pazar alisverisleri, hali vakti yerinde olan evlerde hizmetgiler
veya koéleler tarafindan yapilirdi. Mitevazi evlerde ise bu
gorev, gogu zaman evin erkegi tarafindan yerine getirilirdi.
Pazara ilk 6nce iyi mal almak isteyen kisiler gelirdi. Béylece
mallarin en glizeli hentiz kimse tarafindan secilmeden alin-
mig olurdu. Ayrica, ¢ocuklarini okula génderenler, ekonomik
durumu iyi olan Kigiler 6nce davranirlardi. Pazarlar, bilhassa
yaz aylarinda 6gle vakti tenhalasirdi. ikindi vakti, saticilar
agisindan en giizel zamanlardan kabul edilirdi. Satigin
guzel oldugu glnlerde keyiflenen pazarcilar, ikindi simitiyle
cay icerken adeta sevke gelerek binbir gesit tekerlemelerle
birbirlerine nazireler yaparak bagirirlardi. Aksam vakitleri, dar
gelirlilerin pazara ugradiklari zamandi. Pazarcilar, aksam
yaklastiginda ellerinde kalan mallari satmak icin zorunlu fiyat
kirarlar, bazisi gecenin geg vakitlerine kadar tezgahini topla-
mazdi. Mahalle kadinlari, aksam birbirleriyle konusarak fiyat-
lan karsilastirirlar, sabah aldigi sebzenin fiyatinin aksam
yariya dustiguni gorenler de bu duruma hayiflanirlardi.
Fiyatlarin ucuzlamasinin bagka bir sebebi ise malin kalitesinin
dismus olmasiydi. Zira aksama kadar ellenen ve segilen
malin en kétl tarafi aksama kalirdi. Musterilerden sonra
dénus hazirhgi da tipki sabah oldugu gibi yine biiyiik bir
hazirlik icinde olurdu. Pazarcilar, yogun gecen bir giiniin
arkasindan ertesi giin baska bir semte gitmek lzere buradan
ayrilirlardi.

Pazarlarin icinde bulunan sucular, serbetgiler, kéfteciler,
gelen misterilerin yorgunluktan ve acliktan dogan ihtiyacini
karsilarlardi. Yine pazarlarin sonlarinda bulunan ayakkabi
tamircileri de herhangi bir sebeple ayakkabisi hasara
ugrayanlara hizmet verirdi.

Pazarcilarin buyik bir kismi, gegici tezgahlarda ticaretlerini
surdirtrken bir kismi da seyyar olarak ellerindeki sepetlere
ve omuzlarindaki kiifelere koyduklari mallarini, pazar yerinin
icinde dolasarak satarlardi. Daha ziyade Trakya, Balikesir ve
i¢ Anadolu Bélgesi'nden gelen seyyar saticilar, Pazar haya-
tinin 6nemli bir pargasini olustururlardi. Bu kisiler, yakasiz
renkli basmadan mintanlari, kisa cepkenleri, genig salvarlari
ve ayaklarinda tozluklari ile gogunlukla ticari bir sektérden
ziyade ginuni glin eden insanlardi.

Pazarlarin kontroll, eskiden Sadrazam tarafindan yapilird.
Bu gorevin yerine getiriimesinde kendisine istanbul Kadisi,
Yeniceri Agas! ve Muhtesip gibi gérevliler istirak ederdi.

In general, while the higher quality goods were displayed at
the front, the lower quality ones were placed at the back in a
bid to attract more customers.

For richer households, the shopping was often done by the
servants and slaves. But in less affluent households, it was
the man of the house who performed this not-so-easy chore.
In order to buy higher quality goods, one had to arrive at the
bazaar site earlier than the other customers. The affluent
who did not have to go to work and families with no children
around always acted much sooner. The customer traffic in
the bazaar usually slowed down in hot summer afternoons.
From the vendors' point of view, mid-afternoons were the
best time to go shopping. When the business was good,
while drinking tea, the vendors frequently exchanged playful
verbal jabs with each other. The people who had work dur-
ing day time visited the bazaar in the closing hours. Since
the vendors did not wish to carry their goods back, they
would lower their prices during this time period and some-
times wait until they sold every item on their stands. After
the bazaar was closed, the neighborhood women frequently
took time to compare their purchasing prices and lamented if
their prices went down later on. The lower quality goods
were probably another cause of the evening price reduction,
because the higher quality ones were already snatched up
by customers in the earlier hours.

After the customers had left the bazaar, another noisy prepa-
ration t would get under way to pull down the tents and
stands similar to the one that took place in the morning.
Then, after a hard day's work, the vendors would head home
to get ready for the next day's bazaar to be set up in different
part of the city.

The water, meatball and sherbet sellers serving inside the
bazaar would make sure that shoppers were not left hungry
~ or exhausted during their tiring shopping spree. The

| shoe repairers located at the end of the bazaars would

b repair customers' shoes and put them back into action
immediately.

While most of vendors traded behind their temporary
stands, some touted their goods by carrying them on
their shoulders inside the bazaar in large baskets. The
majority of these traveling vendors, who were indispensa-
ble actors of the bazaar activity, came mainly from
Thrace, Balikesir and Central Anatolia regions. These
people wearing colorful loose cut-shirts with no collars,
short vests, traditional baggy trousers and leggings not
only engaged in trading but also had eccentric lives.

During Ottoman times, these district bazaars were
I administered by the Grand Vizier. The Chief Prosecutor




Sadrazam bilhassa teftislerinde narha uyulup uyulmadigini
kontrol ederdi. Bu yapilan denetime "Kola Cikmak" denirdi.
Kola genellikle Pasakapisi'dan ¢ikilir, Hocapasa, Bahcekapi,
Unkapani glizergah: takip edilerek kontroller yapilir, daha
sonra Zeyrek'ten Beyazit'a donillr ve Divanyolu'na ugrani-
larak tekrar Pasakapisi'na varilir, béylece kontrol bitirilmis
olurdu. Kalitesiz mal satan, hile yapan esnaf, aninda ceza-
landirilirdi. Bu tip cezalara maruz kalan pazarcilar, ya para
Oderler, ya da herkesin g6zl 6niinde falakaya yatirilirlardi.
Pazarin denetimi, daha sonraki dénemlerde "Pazarbasi"
tarafindan tespit edilmis kurallara ve icret tarifesine uyulup
uyulmadigini dogru agirlik ve 6l birimlerinin kullanilip kul-
laniimadigini genellikle tebdil-i kiyafetle kontrol ederlerdi.
Cesitli vesilelerle istanbul'u ziyaret eden gezginlerden Wild
1604 yilindaki gezisinde, Tournefort da 1700 yilindaki haksiz-
lik ve hile yapan esnafin bu gibi kontrollerde ne sekilde ceza-
landiriidiklarini yazmaktadir. Ginimiizde pazarlarda bu gibi
kontroller belediye zabitalari tarafindan yapilmaktadir. Carsi
ve pazarlarda uygulanan falaka cezasini Musahipzade Celal
"Istanbul Efendisi" adli oyunuda en glizel sekliyle anlatmistir.

Eski toplumsal yasanti iginde semt pazarlari, 6zellikle kadin-
larin en sevdigi mesgaleler arasinda yer alirdi. Bazen birkag
kadin birleserek pazara giderler, yaptiklari pazarliklarla
saticilari canindan bezdirirlerdi. O kalabalik iginde birbirlerini,
bazen de ¢ocuklarini bile kaybederlerdi. Pazarcilarda degisik
agizlarla pazarlik sonucunda indirdikleri fiyatlarini giriik ve
bozuk mal vermek suretiyle telafi ederlerdi.

Pazarlar, giinimuizde eskiye oranla her tiirlti maddenin satil-
masilyla adeta biyilk bir ticari sergi halini almistir. Son yillarda
Rus ve Romen vatandaslarinin kendi ilkelerinden getirdikleri
degisik mallari da iginde bulundurdugundan dolayi hayli
cazip hale gelmistir.

(Kadi) Janissary Agha, and Civil Police (Muhtesip) helped
him carry out his duties. During controls, the Grand Vizier
made sure that all vendors traded at officially fixed prices.
This supervision was called 'Price Controls.' It would start
from Pagakapisi district and continue along Hocapasa,
Bahgekapi, Unkapani, Zeyrek, Beyazit, Divanyolu route back
to Pasakapasi. If any vendor caught selling low quality
goods or cheating customers, he would either pay a fine or
receive "bastinado" (a beating with the stick on the soles of
the feet) in front of everybody as punishment. In later times,
the "Pazarbagi" (Head of Bazaar Keepers), walking around
in civil clothes, would secretly check whether the vendors
complied with his bazaar regulations, official price list and
weight measurement requirements or not. During his visit to
Istanbul in 1604, Wild wrote how the dishonest and crooked
vendors were being punished by the authorities. Today, the
municipal police carry out these controls in compliance with
much more advanced commercial laws. The famous Turkish
play writer Musahipzade Celal described the "bastinado”
punishment in his play titled "Istanbul Efendisi" (Istanbul
Gentleman) in an extremely satirical manner.

In the old days, the district bazaars played an important role
in people’s social lives. Women in particular enjoyed them
the most. Sometimes, a few women would get together and
wear down a vendor until he reduced his price substantially.
Sometimes, they lost their friends and children in the crowd.
The vendors would make up for their price reduction b Y giv-
ing customers lower quality goods.

Compared with past ones, today's bazaars have grown larg-
er in size and offer all kinds of goods for sale. With the addi-
tion of goods imported from faraway countries such as Russia
and Rumania, they have evolved into attractive open-air
shopping markets without losing much of their historical fabrics.
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