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Agenda

ÅPlanning to Exhibit (Mike)

ÅPostal Stationery Exhibits (Igor)

ïThe Exhibit Purpose and Scope

ïDescription of Material

ÅJudging Postal Stationery Exhibits (Mike)

ïThe Judging Criteria

ïProviding Feedback
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Agenda

ÅPlanning to Exhibit

ÅPostal Stationery Exhibits 

ïThe Exhibit Purpose and Scope

ïTreatment and the flow of the Exhibit

ïDescription of Material

ÅJudging Postal Stationery Exhibits

ïThe Judging Criteria

ïProviding Feedback
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How do I begin an exhibit?

ÅWhat is my passion? What would 

I really, really like to exhibit?

ÅIs that realistic? Do I have the 

material (or can I get it)? Does it 

fit into a 8 frame exhibit?

ÅThe overall lay-out of the 8 

frames
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The Exhibit Idea

ÅWhat is your idea for the exhibit?

ïTo show a catalogue collection?

ïTo show the varieties of the issue?

ïTo show the usage of the issue? 

ïTo do something completely new? 

ïTo participate or to win a gold?
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How do I start an exhibit?

ÅNeed to consider the size of the material

ïHow many items on each page?

ïA4 or A3 or square pages?

ïA3 for large items?

ÅThe color of the material and based on 

that the color of the paper and print

ÅWhich font òworksò best with the material?
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What Material Exists?

ÅHow can I find out what material exists?

ÅSources:

ïCatalogues

ïBooks and Articles

ïSpecialist Societies (PS and Country)

ïAuction catalogues

ïOther collections & exhibits

ïThe internet: Google, Websites, Ebay, 

Delcampe, Dealers etc 
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What Material Exists?

ÅDo you have the top items? 

ÅOr can you aquire them? 
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Material which can be included

Postal Stationery comprises postal matter 

which either bears an officially authorized 

pre-printed stamp, device, or inscription 

indicating that a specific face value of 

postage or related service has been prepaid

Defined by FIP Postal Stationery Commission in the 

regulations for judging postal stationery exhibits
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Material which can be included
Å Postal Stationery!

ü stationery with a 

postage stamp printed 

directly on the 

stationery
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Material which can be included

ÅñNon value 

indicators" (NVI) 

postal stationery. 

Å Stamped 

Telegraph 

Forms 

Å Stamped Money 

Orders/Postal 

Å International 

Reply Coupons
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Material which cannot be included

Åunstamped stationery 

óformularô items

Åunstamped stationery post 

office forms

Åunstamped military 

stationery

Åunstamped postal 

administration stationery

Åofficial franks

Åmeter post impressions 

Åprivately generated 

'Postage Paid Impressionsô 
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Exceptions?

Formular stationery. A number of countries issued so 

called "formular" items sold to the public bearing 

adhesive stamps, as fore-runners to the issue of 

postal stationery items with impressed stamps. 
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The Use of Cut-Outs in Exhibits

ÅUsually postal stationery 
exhibits consist of whole 
items. If entires of a 
specific type only exists as 
a cut-out or is very rare in 
whole form, then cut-outs 
can be part of the exhibit

ÅIn some countries cut-outs 
could be used as adhesive 
stamps. Cut-outs used in 
this way on entires can 
also be part of a postal 
stationery exhibit
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Essays, Proofs and Specimens

Archival material: 

Essays, proofs and 

specimens can be 

included in postal 

stationery exhibits

Relevant postal 

documents can also 

be shown
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When to Exhibit?

ÅWhen you reach the minimum level 

needed to exhibit internationally?

ïThen gradually build up the exhibit from 

exhibition to exhibition

ÅOnce you have everything?

ïWhen exhibit is likely to receive a Gold/Large 

Gold
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Agenda

ÅPlanning to Exhibit

ÅPostal Stationery Exhibits 

ïThe Exhibit Purpose and Scope

ïDescription of Material

ÅJudging Postal Stationery Exhibits

ïThe Judging Criteria

ïProviding Feedback
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Defining the Exhibit Purpose
The exhibit purpose identifies the reason for 

showing this exhibit: 

"The purpose of this exhibit is to show the 

varieties and use of Fakeland postal 

stationery up to 1942" 

A postal stationery exhibit should have a 

clear purpose often defining it by: Country, 

Period and/or Issue and treatment focus!

Given this purpose we must expect to see 

both varieties and use treated in the exhibit  
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The Purpose of My Exhibit

ñThe purpose of my exhibit is to the show 

postal stationery envelopes and postcards of 

Canada from the first issues in 1860 until the 

issues of King George V up to 1935.

The exhibit has a traditional purpose: To 

show the different issues of two types of 

stationery 

Therefore the exhibit structure and treatment 

must also be ñtraditionalò
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My Exhibit

ÅTraditional defined boundaries 

Å1860 to 1935 based on the reigns of 

Queen Victoria, King Edward VII and King 

George V
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The Boundaries

ÅDoes the exhibit have natural boundaries 

(beginning and end dates or similar)?

Example 1: Traditional defined boundaries:

- The King Francis III issue (1876-1903) 

Example 2: Postal history defined boundaries:

- Swedish postal stationery from UPU to WWII
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Defining the Exhibit Scope

The exhibit scope defines what is included 

and what is not in the exhibit: 

"The exhibit shows the Fakeland wrappers 

from the first issue in 1888 until the last 

issue in 1907 before the great African 

independence war. Stamped to Order 

wrappers are not included in the exhibit" 
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The Scope

The scope in postal stationery exhibits is 

often defined by:

The Physical Form

The Availability

The Function
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The Scope

The Physical Form
ÅLetter Sheets & 

Aerogrammes

ÅEnvelopes & 

Registered Envelopes

ÅPostal Cards & Reply 

Cards

ÅLetter Cards

ÅWrappers

ÅPrinted Forms
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The Scope

The Availability
ÅPost Office Issues (for public 

use)

ÅMilitary Issues (for members of 

the armed forces)

ÅOfficial Service (for use of 

government)

ÅLocal Post (for public use 

locally) 

ÅStamped to Order (ordered by 

companies or organizations)
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The Scope

The function
ÅPostal (surface): Local, 

inland or foreign 

ÅAirmail: Inland or foreign 

ÅRegistered: Inland or 

foreign 

ÅTelegraph: Inland or 

foreign 

ÅParcel Cards

ÅMoney Orders

ÅEtc.
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My Exhibit Scope

ÅMy exhibit covers a broader 

period: 1860 to 1935

Åand only two stationery 

types in this period:

ïEnvelopes

ïPostal cards
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My Scope : Defined Period ïTwo 

types of postal stationery?
Nesbitt Issue

Dominion Issue

Patriot Queen Issue

Widowed Queen Issue

Young Queen Issue

Postage Revaluation Issue

King Edward VII Issue

Embossed Issues

Oval typographed Issues

Arch Issue 

Medallion Issue

Large Queen Issue

Small Queen Issue

Maple Leaf Issue

King Edward VII Issue

Admiral Issue

Scroll Issue

Arch Issue

Medallion Issue

Front Face Issue

Profile Issue

Envelopes

Queen Victoria

King Edward VII

King George V

Postcards

Queen Victoria

King Edward VII

King George V

3 essays + 10 proofs

1 essay

2 proofs

2 proofs

2 proofs

2 proofs

4 proofs

3 proofs

2 proofs

2 essays + 2 proofs

2 essays + 8 proofs

1 proof

1 proof

1 essay

1 essay + 2 proofs

3 proofs

4 Essays

25 Proofs

6 Essays

19 Proofs
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Narrow vs. Broad Scope

ÅYou can choose to have a narrow or broad 

scope 

ïNarrow: Denmark 5 øre Official Postal Cards 1888-

1915

ïBroad: Denmark Postal Stationery 1865 - 1920



FIP - The Postal Stationery Commission

Narrow vs. Broad Scope

ÅThe demand for completeness 

of the material shown is higher 

the more narrow scope you 

choose

ÅFor a narrow scope the exhibitor 

would aim for 100% 

completeness (Essays, proofs, 

varieties)

ÅMake sure the scope is not too 

wide for the number of frames 

allocated 
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The Exhibit Structure: Broad Scope

ÅThe plan shows 

Content, Period and 

Number of Pages

ÅThe structure is 

chronological 
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The flow of the exhibit 

1st and 2nd level of treatment
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Level 1 Treatment
ÅUsually there is very little difference in how 

exhibitors treat level 1 

ïThe chapters (1.x to 5.x) are the different 

kinds of stationery 

ïThe subchapters (x.1 to x.4) are the different 

issues

ÅUsually few problems with level 1 

treatment in postal stationery exhibits

ÅSome exhibits focus on the use: "The use 

of Canadian postal cards" without any 

description of the postal stationery itself. 



FIP - The Postal Stationery Commission

My Exhibit
Level 1 treatment in my exhibit:

ÅType of postal stationery

ÅIssue

ÅChronological 

Level 2 treatment for each issue:

ÅEssays, Proofs, Specimens

ÅMint ïdifferent values and varieties

ÅUsage 
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My Exhibit ïLevel 1 Structure

Level 1 treatment in 

my exhibit:

ÅTypes of postal 

stationery

ÅIssues

ÅChronological 
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Good Level 2 Treatment

ÅEssays of the issue

ÅProofs of the issue

ÅSpecimen of the issue

ÅUnused items in the different values in perfect 

mint condition

ÅThe varieties of the issue with illustrations

ÅUsed items showing the intended usage of the 

issue (but only one of each value)

ÅSpecial usages (express, registered, uprated to 

foreign destinations etc) but only one of each
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From Level 1 to Level 2 

Treatment

Frame 1 Frame 2 Frame 3 Frame 4 Frame 5 Frame 6 Frame 7 Frame 8

Letôs have a look at the 

treatment at level 2 ïwe 

are zooming in on one of 

the sub-chapters: 1.4
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My Exhibit ïLevel 2 Structure
Level 2 treatment for 

each issue:

ÅIntroduction to the 

issue

ÅEssays

ÅProofs

ÅSpecimens

ÅMint ïdifferent 

values and varieties

ÅUsage 
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Level 2 Treatment: 1860 Envelopes ï

the óNesbitt Issueô

Level 2 treatment on first half of frame 1
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How not to do!
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Problems on Level 2

Problem 1:

No treatment on level 2

ÅSometimes the items shown on level 2 

seem to be the items that the exhibitor has 

rather than a selection of items that shows 

the varieties and usage. It is important to 

choose what kind of treatment you want to 

have on level 2 ïand then stick to this all 

way through the exhibit
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Problems on Level 2

Problem 2:

Main (or only) focus on usage

ÅSome exhibits only (or almost only) focus 

on the usage of the stationery. But a 

postal stationery exhibit must primarily tell 

the story on the postal stationery itself
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Problems on Level 2

Problem 3:

More than one of the same item

ÅIf you show more than one copy of an item 

it is duplication - even if the items are 

postmarked in different cities or sent to 

different countries (with the same rate)
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Describe the Treatment

ÅNo matter what treatment on level 1 and 

level 2 you choose, I suggest that you 

describe your choice of treatment on the 

introduction page

ÅThis will help the judges ïand viewers ï

understand your exhibit



FIP - The Postal Stationery Commission

Secondary Introduction 

Pages

ÅEvery issue 
has its own 
brief 
introduction.
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Secondary Introduction Pages

ÅSecondary 
introduction for 
Particular Issues

ÅIn the case of a 
complicated issue 
or long-lasting 
issue its own 
secondary  
introduction page.
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Postal History Descriptions

As a postal stationery exhibit 

the treatment is focused 

primarily on the postal 

stationery itself 

and secondly on the postal 

history (and occasionally 

other) aspects
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Using headings to support the 

understanding of the exhibit flow


