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BIRINCi DUNYA SAVASINDA OSMANLI SAHRA POSTASI (15.KOLORDU)
OTTOMAN FIELD POST IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR

sarkis cilingiroglu

Osmanli Sahra Posta hizmetinin sistemli bir sekilde kulla-
nilmasi 1911 yilinda Turk-italyan savasi ile baslar ve
Osmanli Devleti'nin 1 Ekim 1912 tarihindeki Balkan
Savas! igin seferberlik ilaniyla yayginlasir.

Savag doneminde sikiyénetimin ilaniyla beraber, deviete
ait sivil posta idaresi bélgelerdeki askeri komutanlarin

emir ve kontroli altina girmis ve askeri haberlesme 6nce- |

likli bir hal almistir. Postahanelerle askeri birliklerin gérev
baglantilar igin "Askeri Posta Hizmeti" birimi kurulmus ve
16 Ekim 1912 tarihinde Balkan Savasi'nin baglamasi ile
beraber savasin etkiledigi tim bolgelerdeki merkez posta-
haneler, menzil komutanliklarinin kontrolii altinda galis-
maya baglamistir. Bu sistem daha da gelistirilerek Birinci
Dinya Savasi sirasinda bittin cephelerde kullaniimistir.

Askeri posta hizmeti Ordu, Kolordu ve Tiimenlere numarali
Sahra Posta damga ve muhurleri verilerek strdtriiimiistir,
Sahra posta damgalari ait olduklari birliklerle birlikte
hareket ettiginden damganin nerede kullanildigini bilebilmek
ICin birligin de ayni tarihte nerede oldugunu bilmek gerek-
mektedir. Bu nedenle Sahra damgalari koleksiyonu
yapacaklar mutlaka ciddi bir askeri tarih arastirmasi da
yapmak zorundadirlar. Bir 6rnek vermek gerekirse:

15. KOLORDU

26 Mart 1915 tarihinde General Weber komutasinda 3. ve |
11. Osmanli Tamenlerinden kurulan mirettep kolordunun
ad1 29 Nisan 1915 tarihinde 15. Kolordu olarak degistirildi |
ve 5. Ordu emrine verilerek Canakkale'ye giderek Anadolu
yakasindaki Fransiz birliklerinin Kumkale (Canakkale)
cikartmasinda bolgeyi savundu. Daha sonra Anafartalar
bolgesinde savasti. Kara savaslarinin bitiminde, Kurmay
Albay Yakup Sevki komutasindaki 15. Kolordu, 19. ve 20. |
Tumenlerin birlesmesiyle yeniden organize edildi.

(15th ARMY CORPS)

Ottoman Field Post Offices Service systematically starts
in 1911 during the Turkish-Italian war. Widespreaded with

| the mobilization of the Ottoman Empire for the Balkans
' War in October 1st, 1912.

During wartime, together with the announcement of the

' martial law, the management of the civil post passed from

government to the military commandants of the districts,
and military communication became a priority. "Military
Postal Service" unit was established for the contact of
general post offices and military platoons, and with the
start of Balkans War in October 16, 1912 war effected
central post offices in the districts, started to operate

| under the control of field command posts.. This system

was developed and used in every front during the First
World War.

The system worked by giving numerated Postmarks and

| seals to the Army, Army Corps and military divisions. As

the field postmarks travelled with the troops they belong,
to know where they are used, we need to know the Joca-
tion of the troops at the date. This is why, to make a field
postmark collection, a serious military history search has
to done. If we give an example:

15TH ARMY CORPS

The old corps established in March 26, 1925 from the 3rd
and 11th Ottoman military divisions in the commandment

' of General Weber, was named as the 15th Arm v Corps

inApril 29, 1915. In the command of 5th Army, they came

o Canakkale and defended the Kumkale (Canakkale)
| area in the Anatolioan side against the French troops.
Then they fought in the Anafartalar area. After the land

wars ended, the 15th corps was reorganized in the com-

| mandment of Colonel Yakup Sevki by combining with the
| 19th and 20th military divisions.

After Ottoman Empire decided to send soldiers to

Osmanli Devleti'nin Avrupa cephelerine asker goénderme
karariyla birlikte 15. Kolordu 1916 yilinin Agustos ayinda |
Galigya (Bugln Polonya'nin glineyindeki Krakow'dan
Ukrayna'nin batisinda Podolya bélgesine kadar uzanan,
guneyden Karpat daglariyla kusatiimis alandir) cephesine |
giderek Alman Guney Ordusu'nun emrine verildi.

20 Haziran 1917 tarihine kadar Galigya cephesinde bulun-
du. 21 Haziran 1917 tarihinde Kolordu karargahi Istanbul'a
déndud. 10 Ocak 1918 tarihinde 4. Ordu emrine verildigi
i¢in Halep'e hareket etti. Ancak, yeni bir kurulus neticesinde
23 Subat 1918 tarihinde Halep'e gelen 2.0rdu emrine ve- |
rilerek 2. Ordu ihtiyatinda kaldi. 30 Ekim 1918 tarihinde
Ceyhan'a gelerek savasi tamamiladi.

i European fronts, 15th army corps went to Galicia (today

| this area is from Krakow which is south of Poland and

| through Podolia area in the west of Ukraine and sur-
rounded with Karpatian Mountains) in August of 1916,

under the command of German South Army.

They were in the Galicia front until June 20, 1927. In June

121, 1917 the Army Corps headquarters returned back to

Istanbul. They moved to Aleppo in January 10, 1918

5 because they were given to the command of 4th Army.

But in result of a new organization they were given to the
command of 2nd Army which were came to Aleppo and

| Stayed in the reserve of the 2nd Army. They completed

| the war in Ceyhan in October 30, 1918.
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39 Numarali Sahra Postas: Damgasi
Number 39, Fileld Post Office Postmark
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RESIM-1 Kartin On Yiizii
(Timur Kuran Koleksiyonu)

Resim-2 Kartin Arka Yiizii (Timur Kuran koleksiyonu)

PICTURE-1 F, ront side of the Photocard Picture-2 Back side of the Photocard (Timur Kuran Collection)
(Timur Kuran Collection)

Resimde gériilen Mudafay, Milliye Cemiyeti'nin 10 Para | The Number: 39 Field Postmark on the Miidafa yI Milliye
degerli formiiler kartindaki (Timur Kuran Koleksiyonundan) | Association’ s formular card which is seen in the picture
39 numarall Sahra Posta damgasi, 15. Osmanli Kolordusu-| and with a value of 10 Para, was allocated to the 15th
na tahsis edilmistir. | Ottoman Army Corps.

K.U.K Feldpost 205 numarali damga ise Galigya ceph- | K-U.K Feldpost number 205 postmark used by German
esinde bulunan Aiman Giiney Ordusu'nda savasan Alman | a1d Austria-Hungary troops which fought in the German
ve Avusturya-Macaristan birliklerinde kullaniimistir. | South Army in the Galigya front.

; . : ’ > [ I hereby want to commemorate Professional Engineer
Gegmis yillarda tilkemizde ygy:nlanan filatelik dergilerde | Salih Muzaffer Kuyas with respect and grace. whom'in
yazdigi makalelerle ve kendiyle yaptigim sohbetlerde,

g S | the past years has written articles in philatelic magazines,
Sahra Postalari konusunda bilgilenmemi saglayan merhum |

| has enlightened me about Field Posts during our conver-
YUk. Muh. Salih Muzaffer Kuyas'i rahmetle ve sayglyla | ¢ o

| sations.
aniyorum. ,-

15 INCi KOLORDU KARARGAHI KRONOL OJi
CHRONOLOGY OF 15TH ARMY CORPS HEADQUARTERS

26 03 1915 - 28 08 1915 KALVERT GIFTLIGI / Kalvert Farm

29 08 1915 - 25 10 1915 KOCAGIMEN

26 10 1915 - 09 01 1916 CAMLIK

1001 1916 - 09 07 1916 KESAN

11 07 1916 - 2507 1916 UZUNKOPRU

26 07 1916 - 28 08 1916 GALICYA'YA DOGRU / To Galicia

28 08 1916 - 30 09 1916 PADOYSOKi

01101916 - 05 10 1916 LIPIGAGORNA

06 10 1916 - 13 10 1916 MIECZYSCOW

1410 1916 - 1906 1917 CZESNIKI

20 06 1917 ISTANBUL'A DONUS / Back to Istanbul
10 01 1918 HALEP'E HAREKET / Depart for Aleppo
1101 1918 - 30 09 1918 HALEP

01101918 - 03 10 1918 OSMANIYE

04 10 1918 - 30 10 1918 CEYHAN -
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