TUGRALI PULLARA AIT BENZERSIZ BiR BELGE
AN EXTRAORDINARY DOCUMENT ABOUT TUGHRA STAMPS

yakup nakri

1862 yilinda ilk kez tas baski (Lithographie) teknigi ile I
Istanbul'da Darphane-i Amire'de basilan posta pullarimiz |
bilindigi gibi Sultan Abdulaziz'in tugrasini tagimaktadir. Bu
nedenle "Tugral Pullar" diye adlandirdigimiz bu pullar |
dantelsiz olarak tasarlanmis ve 1863 yilinda postada kul- |
laniimaya baglanmistir. Tugrali pullar 1865'te kaliplari
Paris'te Duloz tarafindan yapildidi i¢in Duloz pullari adlyla!
anilan ilk dantelli pullarimizin basiimasinin ardindan
tedavilden kaldinilmigtir.

|
1863 ile 1865 arasinda kisa sayilabilecek bir siire kulla- !
nilan bu pullar dzellikle Osmanli imparatorlugu'nun ilk |
pullari olmalari nedeniyle ile diinyada birgok filatelistin f
ilgisini gekmis, cekmeye de devam etmektedir. ;‘

|
Uluslararasi pul sergilerinin yapilmaya baglamasindan !
sonra tugrali pullar hakkinda gok 6nemli arastirmalar [
yapilmis, ciddi koleksiyonlar tretilmistir. De@erli Ttrk i
filatelistierinden merhum Orhan Brandt ve Yiiksek
Muhendis Tevfik Kuyas bu pullar iizerinde yaptiklar alis-
malar ve Urettikleri koleksiyonlarla filatelinin en biytik
onursal 6duld, "Milletlerarasi Buyiik Seref Miikafati
Odulu"nu Ulkemize kazandirmuslardir.

Ozellikle XIX. yiizyilda filateli sergilerinin tim dinyada
yayilmasi ve sadece damgasiz ve damgali pullaria sinirli
kalmayan, posta tarihini de iceren koleksiyonlarin sergi-
lenmesiyle Tugrall pullarin zarf tizerinde olanlari gok daha|
onem ve kiymet kazanmig, Osmanli posta tarihi koleksi-
yonlarinin vazgecilmezleri haline gelmislerdir.

Genelde tek olarak damgali ve damgasiz durumda rast-
lanan bu pullarin dértli ve daha biiyiik bloklar halinde
bulunmasi ¢ok zordur. Bilyiik bloklara en gelismis kolek-
siyonlarda bile rastiamak zordur. Tugrall zarflar ise tek ya
da cift pullu olarak birgok koleksiyonda bulunmaktadir
fakat tcliu ve daha biiytik bantlar halinde pul yapismis
zarflar olaganusti nadirdirler. Tim tugrali pul koleksiyon-
cularin hayallerini stisleyen zarf ise tabii ki bir dortli blok
tugrali pulla postalanmis olanidir. ligingtir, béylesi bir zarfi
ilk kez gorebilmenin zevki bana nasip oldu. Hem de ne
zarf, birakin dortli blogu, iki ayri zarf Gizerinde altili blok- |
lar.

Bu yazimda Tiirk filateli tarihi agisindan en 6nemli kolek- |
siyon pargalari olarak gérdugim bu iki zarfin bulunus i
6ykusini anlatacagim. 1996 yilinin bir ilkbahar giint
Sofya'da Yunan Tarihi BSlimi profesérlerinden bir dostum)|
ile Gniversitenin bahgesinde oturuyorduk. Kendisine
Bulgaristan-Osmanl posta damgalari koleksiyonumdaki
bazi zarflar gésterip icinde bulunan Rumca yazilmis
metinler konusunda sorular sormakta, bilgi almaktaydim.
Ortak dostumuz olan diger bir profesér arkadagimiz
yanimiza gelip Balkan Posta Tarihi konusundaki arastir-
malarimi duyan bir aile dostunun benimle tanismak iste-
digini ve bana ailesinin hatira olarak sakladigi bazi 5

The first Turkish stamps, commonly known as Tughra
stamps, that bore the Tughra (Official Signature) of Sultan
Abdulaziz were printed at Istanbul Darphane-i Amire
(State Mint) by lithography technique in 1862. These
stamps which are called "Tugra Stamps" are designed to
be imperforated and put into circulation in 1863. But after
our first perforated stamps printed which are called Duloz
stamps as their plates are prepared in Paris by Duloz,
drove them out of circulation in 1865.

These stamps, which were in use for a short period in
between 1863 and 1865, as being the first official stamps
of Ottoman Empire, had drawn the attention of local and
international philatelists, then and today.

With the launching of international stamp exhibitions, vari-
ous Tughra stamp collections had been put together fol-
lowing a detailed study on the subject matter. Thanks to
their unique collections, the Turkish philatelists, late
Orhan Brandt and Pro. Eng. Tevfik Kuyas brought the
most prestigious International Honorary Awards to Turkey.

By the end of the nineteenth century, the philatelic exhibi-
tions and shows spread throughout the world. Besides
stamps used or unused, the addition of covers into collec-
tions and the beginning of postal history collecting, which
would become a separate branch in later years, our can-
celled stamps on envelops gained greater significance

| and were often included in both traditional philately and

postal history collections.

Although, it is not too difficult to find a single Tughra

| stamp used or unused, a block of 4 or more of these
| stamps are very rare to come across. Even the richest

collections feature only a limited number of blocks. When

| it comes to covers single or double stamps do frequently

turn up in collections. But as I've hinted before, covers
with block stamps are always destined to be a hot collec-
tor's item in Tughra stamp collections, and moreover,
every stamp collector has often dreamed of seeing one.

| Strangely, | had the pleasure of seeing such a cover. The

cover had not only have block of for but block of six on

| each of the two covers...

In this article of mine, I will tell the story of these two
envelopes, which | think they are pieces of very important

| collections for the history of Turkish philately. On one fine

spring day in 1996, | was sitting on a bench with my pro-
fessor friend from Greek History Department in the gar-

| den of University of Sofia and showing him some covers

from my Bulgarian-Ottoman collection, asking him about

| the Greek letters on them and getting some information.

| Suddenly, another professor friend of mine came up and
| said a close family friend of his, who had heard about my
| ongoing interest in Balkans Postal History, wanted to

meet and show me some Oftoman envelopes, which he
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Osmanli zarflarini gostermek istedigini iletti. Ben de ken-
disine bir kag giin boyunca Sofya'da olacagimi ve bu
kisiyi ne zaman isterse ziyaret edebilecegimi sdyledim.
Iki glin sonraya randevulastik. Masanin basina oturduk,
bir stire sonra ailenin ecdat yadigari olarak sakladiklari
zarflar kargimdaydi. Bunlar bugiin Bulgaristan toprakla-
rindan olan Samakov'dan Osmanli imparatorlugu'nun
baskenti olan istanbul'a génderilmis tugrali pullara sahip
dort zarfti.

Ozellikle zarflardan ikisi bugine kadar tim tugral pul
koleksiyoncularinin hayallerini stsleyen dortlii bloktan da
ote, altil blok idi. 20 paralik, tetbes, altili blok tugrali
pullu idi. Aile reisi, 90'l yasglardaki sahis bu zarflari
gundn birinde satmak isterse benim alip alamayacagimi
sordu. Cevabim tabii ki "evet" idi. Ancak bu zarflara
sahip olmak ancak 2005 yilinin soguk, karli bir Ocak
gunu gerceklesti. Aile reisi vefat etmig, lmeden 6nce
zarflarin bana satiimasini vasiyet etmisti. Ailenin yakin
dostu olan profesér dostumdan gelen telefon mesajinin
Uizerinden 24 saat gegmeden Bulgaristan'da solugu
aldim.

Zarflar, yalnizca posta tarihi agisindan énemli degil, ayni
zamanda Balkan Ortodokslugu ve Bulgar tarihi agisindan
da énemliydiler. Zarflar Samakov'dan o tarihte Istanbul
Bulgar kilisesinde gérev yapmakta olan Zahariy Hacigu-
rov'a gonderilmisti.

Zahariy Hacigtrév (Resim 1) Bulgar Ortodoks uyanisi-
nin énemli simalarindan biridir. XIX.ytzyil baglarinda
Samakov esrafindan dénemin Bulgaristan topraklarinda
en zengin ve niifuslu adamlarindan Haci Gurév Hristovic'in
oglu olarak diinyaya gelmistir. Hayvancilikla ugrasan aile
bolgedeki vergilerin toplanip devlete 6denmesi konusun-
da da gorev yapmaktadir. Zahariy Haciglirév bu ailenin
oglu olarak 6grenimini Samakov 'da "Aziz Kiril ve Metodi"
okulunda yapar. Geng yasta ailesinin hesap islerini takip
etmeye baslamistir. 1849 yilinda babasinin vefatindan
sonra islerin basina geger. Kisa bir siire sonra bolgesin-
de Bulgar Ortodoks Kilisesi adina, Rum Piskoposlugunun
etki alanindan ¢gikma savasi verir, bélgesindeki dini

stashed away as family souvenirs for a long time. | told
him | would be in Sofia for a couple of days and would be
happy to see him. We set a date for two days after. We
set around the table and after a short while the covers
inherited from his family were in front of me. These were
4 covers with Tughra stamps that were sent from
Samokov City, Bulgaria to the Ottoman Capital, Istanbul.

Especially two of the covers were the dream of tughra
stamp collectors; they were block of 6 had 20-Para block
of 6 Tugrha stamps on them.

This 90-year-old man wanted to sell these special covers
one day which would fulfill every stamp collector's ulti-
mate dream and asked me if | was interested in buying
them. Of course, my answer was 'Yes'. However, | was
only able get a hold of those envelopes only in January
2005, because during this time, the gentleman had
passed away and the he directed in his will that the cov-
ers were to be sold to me. After taking a phone call from
my professor friend, | was in Bulgaria in only 24 hours
time.

The covers were not only important for postal history but
also for Balkans QOrthodoxes and Bulgarian history. All the
subject matter covers were mailed from the city of
Samokov to Mr. Zahariy Hacigiirov who was working at
Bulgarian Church in Deraliye (istanbul) at that time.

Picture-1 Mr. Zahariy Hacigtirév is an important figure in
Bulgarian Orthodox awakening. In the beginning of XIX.
Century he was born as the son of Haci Glirév Hristovig
from Samakov who was an important person in Bulgarian
land. While his family engaged in animal husbandry and
tax collection. Zahariy Hacigtirév studied at Saints Cyril
and Methodius School in Samokov. After completing his
education, he took care of his family business as an
accountant. At a young age he started to take care of his
family accounts. Following the death of his father in 1849,
he started to rule the family business. After a short while
he became an effective leader in the fight for religious
freedom backed by the Samokov Eastern Orthodox




ANI/ MEMOIR

6zgurltik savasinin lideri olur. 1849-1859 seneleri arasin-
da Samakov Rum Piskoposu Deli Matey'le miicadele
eder. Bu miicadele Piskoposun Samakov'dan kovulmasi
ile son bulur. 1860'ta Samakov Bulgar toplumu temsilcisi
olarak Istanbul'a gelir ve Bulgar Ortodoks kiliselerinin,
Rum Patrikhanesine karsi yurittigi 6zgirlik micadele-
sinin ulusal ¢apta koordinasyonunu Ustlenen temsilciler
komitesinde gbérev yapar.

Rum Patrikhanesi'nin Bulgar Kilisesi lizerindeki baskisina
kars! verilen bu micadele, Sultan Abdlaziz'in 11 Mart
1870'te bir ferman ¢ikararak Bulgarlarin bagimsiz bir
kilise kurmalarina miisaade etmesine kadar devam eder.
Fermana gore, bundan bdyle Bulgar cemaatinin basinda
bir "Eksarh" bulunacaktir. Eksarh, énder ya da bagkan
anlamina geliyordu ve Ortodoks kilisesi hiyerarsisinde
patrikten asagida, metropolitten yukarida bir ritbeyi belir-
liyordu. Alinan bu karara gére Rum Patrikhanesi de
Bulgar Eksarhanesi’ni tanimak zorundaydi.

Zahariy Hacigtrov, Bulgar Eksarhanesi'nin kurulmasinin

ardindan ilk bagsekreter olarak bir siire Istanbul'da gérev |

yapmis, 1872 yilinda memleketi olan Samakov'a dénmdisti.
Daha sonra 20 Mart 1877 'de géreve baslayan ilk Tiirk
parlamentosunda Bulgar halkini temsil eden iki parlamen-
terden biri olarak gérev yapmisti. 1877-78 Osmanli-Rus

Savasi sonunda Bulgaristan'in bagimsizligini ilan etmesin- |
den sonra ise 1879 yilinda Tirnova'da toplanan ilk Bulgar |

meclisinde de milletvekili idi. Hayatinin son yillarini
Radomir Musa Beg koyiindeki giftliginde gegirmis 18
Eylul 1882 tarihinde dogup buytdiigu Samakov'da vefat
etmistir.

Iste zarfin Uizerindeki adreste yer alan ismin dykisi
béyle.

Simdi zarflari filatelik yénden inceleyelim. Neden 6'li blok

kullaniimig. Bunun igin dénemin posta tarifesini bilmemiz |

gerekiyor.

Tugral pullarin kullanildigi dénemde posta cretleri
mesafeye goére alinmakta idi. Bu dénemde normal mek-
tup Ucretleri 3 dirhem'e kadar (9,9 gr.) kadar agirliktaki
mektuplar igin su sekilde aliniyordu:

A- Aralarinda 1-50 saat mesafe olan postahaneler igin 1
kurus (40 para)

B- Aralarinda 51-100 saat mesafe olan postahaneler igin
3 kurus (120 para)

C- Aralarinda 100 saatten fazla mesafe olan postahane-
ler igin 3 kurus (120 para) ve ilk 100 saatten sonra her
100 saat igin 2 kurus (80 para) ek lcret alinmakta idi.

| Church. The struggle that lasted between the years of

| 1849 and 1859 ended with the expulsion of Bishop Matey
i from Samokov. In 1860, Zahariy Hacigtirov visited
i Istanbul as a representative of Bulgarians living in

| Samokov and took part in the committee that handled the
| ongoing power struggles between the Greek Orthodox

| Patriarchate and Bulgarian Orthodox churches.

Due to the extensive pressure exerted by Greek Orthodox
Patriarchate on Bulgarians, Sultan Abdulaziz issued an
| imperial firman on March 11, 1870 which allowed the
| Bulgarians to set up their independence church.
' According to this firman, there would a special leader
(Eksarh) leading the Bulgarian Orthodox communion. His
hierarchical position in the church was rated above the
bishop but below the patriarch. The mandate forced the
| Greek Orthodox church to recognize the independence of
| this Bulgarian church.

After acting as the first secretary of the new church in
Istanbul for some time, Zahariy Hacigtirov went back to
Samokov in 1872. He was elected to the first Turkish

| Parliament that was established on March 20, 1877 to

| represent the Bulgarian people. After Bulgaria got their

| freedom in the end of Ottoman-Russian war in 1877-78,

| he was elected as minister in the first Bulgarian
Parliamentary gathered in Tirnova. He spent his last days
at his farm in Radomir Musa Beg village and died on

| September 18, 1882 in Samokov where he grew up

| This is the story of the name on the cover. Now lets

| analyse the covers in philatelic way. Why block of 6
used? For this, we have to know the postage tariff of the
| period.

| The postage values during the period when Tughra

| stamps were used, were set according to the distances. A
standard rate for letters weighing up to 3 dirhem (9.9

| grams) were established as follows:

| A- 1 Kurusg (40 Para) for post offices located in 1-50 hour
| distance

:: B- 3 Kurus (120 Para) for post offices located in 51-100

i hours distance

C- For post offices located in more than 100 hours dis-

| tance, 3 Kurus (120 Para) was charged for the first 100

| hours plus 2 Kurus (80 Para) for each additional 100

| hours distance.
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Resim 2'de gériilen mektup zarfi Samakov'dan
istanbul'daki Bulgar kilisesinde Zahariy cenablarina
génderilmig ve dénemin posta (icreti olan 3 kurus
(120 para) Tugral ikinci baski vertical tet-bes altili
blok 20 para altin sarisi renkteki pullarla alinmistir.
Samakov ile Istanbul arasi 98 saat mesafede idi ve
mektup Ucreti 3 dirhem (9.9 gram)'a kadar mektu-
plar igin 3 kurus idi

Picture-2 The cover shown here was mailed to
Zahariy Hacigirov working at Bulgarian Church in
Istanbul from Samokov with vertical overprint tete-
beche 20-Para golden 6-Block Tughra stamps
costing 3 Kurug (120 Para) in total. The distance
between Samokov and Istanbul was 98 hours and
the postage of letters weighing up to 3 dirhem (9.9
grams) was set at 3 Kurus.
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Resim 3'de gériilen mektup zarfi da Istanbul Bulgar kilisesinde Zahariy Haci Giirov'a génderilmis, posta (creti olan 3
kurus (120 para) Tugrali ikinci baski vertical tet-bes altili blok 20 para koyu sari renkteki pullarla alinmistir.

The cover shown in Picture-3 is Arabic letters addressed. It bears the inscriptions of Deraliye (Istanbul) Bulgarian ‘ |.
Church in Arabic. But the name of receiver Zahariy Hacigdirov is written in Bulgarian. The postage is collected with {
vertical overprint tete-beche 20-Paras dark yellow block of 6 Tughra stamps costing 3 Kurug (120 Paras) in total. m

Tiirk Pulculugu 83




Resim 4'de goriulen mektup zarfi Deraliye'de Fener'de Samakov'lu Zahariy cenablarina vasil ola ibaresiyle génderil-
mis, posta Ucreti 2 adet ikinci baski 1 kurus ve tet-bes ikinci baski 20 para pullarla alinmistir.

The cover shown in Picture-4 is inscribed with Arabic letters stating that this letter is addressed to "Mr. Zahariy of
Samokov residing at Fener Church in Deraliye". Its postage is paid with 2nd printing 1 kurus and 2nd printing tete-
beche 20-Para Tughra stamps.

Resim 5'de goérilen mektup zarfi
Deraliye (Istanbul) Bulgar kilisesinde
Zahariy cenablarina gonderilmis,
posta Ucreti ise ikinci baski bir adet
2 kurus ve yatay cift tabaka kosesi
ikinci baski 20 para pullarla alinmistir.

The cover shown in Picture-5 is
also arabic letters addressed with
inscriptions stating the name of the
same receiver in Bulgarian Church
of Deraliye (Istanbul). It has 2nd
printing 2 kurus and 2nd printing
vertical 20 paras horizontal pair cor-
ner of sheet Tughra stamps on it.

Makaleme burada son verirken Zahariy Hact Giirov'un hayat hikayesini bulmamda bana yardunlarm: esirge-
meyen degerli dostlartm Bayvan Zorka Ivanova'va ve Eski Bulgarca yazilart okumamda yardimlarda bulunan
Bulgar tarih akademisi Profesorlerinden Evgeni Radushev'e sonsuz tesekkiir ederim. Baska bir makalede
bulusmak tizere...

Before [ conclude, I would like to express my deep gratitude to my dear friends, Mrs. Zorka lvanova,
who spared no effort in finding the life story of Zahariy Hacigiirov with me and the Bulgarian History
Professor Mr. Evgeni Radushev who helped me translate Bulgarian texts info Turkish. 1 hope fo see you
in anotlier article..
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